
A Guide for Memorable Photos

Created for students.

Hi Fellows! Rachael here. Rachael is CEEP’s Faculty
Resources Coordinator. We’re thrilled to have you with CEEP.

Photos matter now more than ever. With the presence of
COVID-19, many students have had to connect virtually
rather than in person. This means that much of your outreach
will be through social media platforms such as Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter. You need good photos to promote
voting efforts and to encourage your peers to get out the
vote!

Below, I provide selfie tips, examples of objects you can use to promote voting and places
you can take photos—including places if you are not able to physically be on your campus
this year. I also highlight some key voting events that provide opportunities for photos.
This list is not exhaustive by any means. We want you to get creative, and this list is only
meant to jumpstart your creativity.

Remember to stay connected with CEEP, and tag us in your photos. We want to see the
amazing work you’re engaging students in.

Selfies

We all take selfies. However, you will definitely want to up your selfie game this year for
your social media platform. Selfies, while seemingly easy, can actually take a lot of work.
We have five tips that can help you.

● Look up toward the camera. Try to hold your phone a little above your head when
taking a selfie.
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● Make sure you have good lighting. You do not want to take a selfie in a dark room
or during the day when the sun is shining extremely bright.

● Avoid shadows. When you are taking a
selfie, make sure that the light behind you
is not producing a shadow. If it is, just turn
the opposite direction.

● Smile like you mean it. We all don’t like
forced smiles, right? Smile because you are
showing students how to exercise their
right to vote.

● Be mindful of your background. Make sure
your background is appropriate for social
media. You don’t want to take a selfie with
a toilet in the background, and you
probably don’t want to take a selfie laying
down in bed. You also do not want to take a
photo with people in the background of the
photo because they might not want to be
in it. Otherwise, you need their permission.

Off-Campus Living Photos

This year, you may be living off campus, or you may not even be able to step foot on
campus. Here are several locations you can use off campus to take your voting selfies.

● By a mailbox. We love voting by mail, right? What better way to promote voting by
mail than to take a selfie beside your mailbox. Make sure that any personal
information on your mailbox is hidden.

● In a backyard. Who doesn’t love a cute backyard with green grass? A backyard can
offer plenty of natural light that will make you shine.

● Walking down a sidewalk. Take a picture of you walking down the sidewalk “on
your way to vote.”

● At a park. If you have access to a park nearby, this can be a great location for
photos.

● In front of landmarks or outdoor art displays. If you live near landmarks or
outdoor art displays, they can serve as backdrops for your selfies.
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On-Campus Photos

So, you may be on campus this year. As always, it is important that you stay 6 feet apart
from others and that you wear a mask. If you are on campus and want to take photos, here
are a couple recommendations.

● You can take a photo of you and someone else with matching university and/or
CEEP swag (shirts, masks) somewhere on campus. This can be two seperate photos
if the other person does not live in your place of residence.

● You can also take a photo of you in front of a campus building, quad, etc.

Zoom Photos

If you are taking classes online this year, you have probably heard of Zoom. What better
way to promote voting than to have a background that lets people know you’re a reliable
source for voting information? Plus, if you are the only one with a background in your class
you’ll surely stand out from the crowd.

Before you upload a background to Zoom, you should check with your professors to make
sure that they allow it. If they do, then you are good to go. Check out this link to find out
how to change your Zoom
background. You can create your
own background on Canva and
upload your background to Zoom.
Check out this link to find out how
to change your Zoom background.
You can use Zoom backgrounds
during meetings for groups you are
a part of too, including sorority and
fraternity life, student clubs and
athletics.

Have Fun With It: Props!

Of course, what good is a selfie if you don’t have props in the photo? Below we provide
some ideas of props for you to include in your photos to promote voting. This list is not
exhaustive, and feel free to be creative. Whatever prop you decide to use, make sure it is
always nonpartisan.
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● Stickers.
● Wearing your CEEP mask.
● Red, white and blue popsicles.
● Create your own “I Voted” sticker.
● Picture with the state flag.
● Finger paint on your face that says “Vote.”
● Selfie or photo with red, white and blue.
● Taking a selfie with a recipe with red, white and blue

colors in it.
● Picture wearing red, white and blue.

Additional Examples

Looking for more inspiration? Here are some more photo ideas you can arrange and take.
From people who are more artistically inclined, to people who want a simple, fun image,
there's something for everyone. We also provide examples of things you can take photos
of if you get tired of taking photos of yourself.

● Physically mailing in or dropping off a ballot (also
makes a great Boomerang).

● Painting a voting or voter-themed picture.
● Holding up a sign explaining why your vote matters

in a sentence.
● Putting your ballot in a box.
● A poster of something voting-related.
● Picture in front of your TV watching a debate party.
● Showing a book related to voting that you are

reading.
● Pets for the people (e.g., #PupsVote).
● Chalking on the sidewalks and taking a picture of it.

You could write “Your Vote Matters” or “Get Out
the Vote.”

● Creating an “I Vote Because...” fill-in-the-blank
design.

● Snapchat preloaded voting filters.
● Making a tissue box into a ballot box and holding it.
● Photo with campus hashtag (e.g., #HawkTheVote, #GeauxVote, #DubCVotes).
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Important Dates to Take Photos

Above all, photos capture the narrative of this election cycle. By taking photos, you are
documenting history in the making. Below are notable days to prioritize photos.

● When You Mail In Your Ballot - ASAP! (Make sure it is legal in your state to take a
photo of your ballot before doing so. If you use your ballot as a photo prop, make
sure to hide your address and any other private information.)

● Vote Early Day.
● Day before the election.
● Election Day.

Photo Editing

Since we didn’t hire you to be professional photographers, don’t stress. Your photos will
look great whether you edit them or not. If you decide to edit your photos, here are a few
tools that can help you. However, don’t feel like you have to.

● Inside Camera Roll: The easiest way
to edit a photo is inside your camera
roll. Most camera rolls have a
standard auto edit feature, which
usually works well. Focus on having a
clear subject, and attractive lighting.

● Editing Apps: VSCO, Instagram,
Adobe Lightroom and Snapseed are
a few of many apps out there for
editing photos. If you want to get a
little more involved, these apps are
great options. You can adjust
multiple settings and give your
photos a cohesive feel.
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