
Engaging America’s Students
for the 2018 Elections

Our Core Approach: Engage the Resources of the Schools  

How do we get America’s 20 million college 
students to vote in the critical 2018 elections?  
They face obstacles from daunting voting laws  
to a sense that “my vote doesn’t matter.” 

Addressing both structural barriers to student voting 
and student cynicism, we serve as catalysts, resource 
providers, and trusted guides. We  help schools: 

• Register student voters at first-year orientation and 
when registering for classes.

• Navigate students through daunting new voter laws.

• Send out all-campus emails and social media reminders 
with key election dates and information.

• Distribute our nonpartisan candidate guides, which 
students say give a perfect antidote to a political 
context where “they’re all the same” and “everyone’s 
lying and spinning.” The guides come from the schools, 
so students trust them, saying they let them “see where 
candidates actually stand.” 

• Help campus newspapers become key election hubs  
for their schools.

• Build campus engagement coalitions like Ohio State’s 
OSU Votes, which we helped launch, and which now 
invests close to $50,000 of resources and volunteer 
time in each major election. 

• Have students register voters in underrepresented 
off-campus communities, like the voter registration 
partnership between Virginia Commonwealth 
University and a nearby public housing project.

• Celebrate voting through events like DebateWatch 
parties and Parades to The Polls.

• Build a culture of electoral engagement cycle-by-
cycle, so schools become increasingly committed.

An additional 1,000 schools with a combined enrollment  
of nine million received our resources either directly  
from CEEP or from partners and allies like the state  

Campus Compact affiliates.
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THE CEEP MULTIPLIER EFFECT

Campus Election Engagement Project (CEEP), addresses 
these barriers in a powerful and cost-effective way. We 
help colleges and universities use their own resources 
and networks to help their students register to vote, 
educate themselves on candidates and issues, navigate 
voting laws, volunteer in campaigns, and show up at the 
polls. Because individuals who vote when they’re young 
tend to continue, and because we help schools deepen 
their electoral engagement each cycle, we generate 
both highly cost-effective voter mobilization and long-
term impact on students and their schools—a hopeful 
approach in these challenging times.

In 2016 and 2017, we helped students participate in 
elections from the 1,000-vote New Hampshire Senate 
race, to Alabama’s special Senate election. We helped 
Virginia’s youth turnout double in the past eight years,  
a very hopeful sign. We’re now working to engage our 
schools intensively in 2018’s major elections.

www.campuselect.org

http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/ceep_student-vote-orientation_170313_print.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/ceep_student-vote-orientation_170313_print.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/2016-election-law-posters.html
http://www.campuselect.org/guides.html
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/campus_newspapers_and_covering_elections.pdf
https://activities.osu.edu/involvement/osuvotes
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/vcu_mosby_court_update.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/vcu_mosby_court_update.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/debatewatch_guide_2017-2018.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/debatewatch_guide_2017-2018.pdf
http://campuselect.org/parade-to-the-polls/
http://www.campuselect.org/
https://civicyouth.org/virginia-youth-voter-turnout-doubled-between-2009-and-2017-estimates-suggest/
http://www.campuselect.org
http://www.campuselect.org


Tangible Impacts: CEEP 2016-2017 Accomplishments
Based on the third of our 2016 campuses that were able 
to track and submit their data, our nonpartisan approach 
had a major impact. Our schools:

• Registered 78,000 students to vote (38,000 by our 
student Fellows and teams, and 40,000 through other 
CEEP and partner initiatives).

• Mobilized 3,200 student volunteers.

• Distributed 140,000 copies of our nonpartisan 
candidate guides to the presidential race, plus our 
Senate, gubernatorial, and Supreme Court guides, with 
key guides also distributed in Spanish. 

• Reached 800,000 students with all-campus emails 
and 230,000 through social media channels, with 
both including further links to our guides. Our close 
elections video got 268,000 views.

We did all this while spending just $680,000, which 
supported 18 State Directors, 162 student Fellows, 
the creation of our social media resources, and 23 
comprehensive candidate guides.

In 2017, we kept momentum building at major schools 
throughout the country, helping them:

• Integrate voter registration into first-year orientation 
events and course registration—like Penn State now 
registering voters at first-year welcome week.

• Obtain on-campus voting stations and securing IDs for 
students to meet new state voting rules—like Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s new voting station.

• Create school-funded centers like OSU Votes—now 
replicated by University of Michigan. Create courses 
that give academic credit for electoral engagement.

• Engage athletic departments, as when Central 
Michigan’s football players all registered and held up 
their cards at halftime while the Jumbotron linked to 
the campus election website.

• Engage students in local issues like the 
Florida initiative to restore rights to 1.6 million 
disenfranchised felons.

We also engaged students intensively in major races 
in two states. In Virginia, we created and distributed 
nonpartisan candidate guides to the major statewide 
races (including Spanish language versions), distributed 
posters and wallet cards on voting rules to all the major 
schools, sponsored Election Engagement Fellows at key 
campuses, and hosted Election Day Get Out the Vote 
parties. We did similar work in Alabama, but without 
student Fellows.

Do these efforts 
increase the 
student vote? Short 
answer: Definitely. 
In 2014, student 
precinct turnout at 
campuses we could 
measure increased 
by 16% from 2010, 
when we weren’t 
running the project, 
despite the national 18-24-year-old vote dropping 
17%. Because we were working with many of the same 
schools in 2012, we couldn’t do a clean 2012 vs. 2016 
comparison. But schools say we helped them engage 
their students even more deeply and intensively, and 
we’re seeing impressive increases, like 7,200 more Ohio 
State students voting in 2016 than in 2012.

Students make the difference in  
a close race
In spring 2016 we helped Pennsylvania’s West 
Chester University create a school-funded work-
study position for a student Fellow. With her student 
volunteer team, she did powerful work to get out 
the vote. The city’s mayor was also running for the 
PA House of Representatives, but initially lost by 78 
votes. After elections officials counted 107 provisional 
ballots from the on-campus polling location that the 
school had secured, the mayor ended up winning  
by 18 votes. West Chester got 2,500 more students 
to vote than in 2012, when we weren’t working with 
the school.

CEEP was Miami Dade’s College’s most 
important partner in our 2016 nonpartisan 
voter engagement efforts. We love CEEP and 
want to continue to expand our partnership 
with them in the coming years.

— Josh Young, Civic Engagement Coordinator  
of Miami Dade’s 165,000-student system

Fayetteville State (NC) Parade to 
Polls with CEEP banner

www.campuselect.org

http://www.campuselect.org/guides.html
http://www.campuselect.org/guides.html
http://www.campuselect.org/the-supreme-court-and-the-election.html
https://www.facebook.com/campuselect/videos/1250477751681527/
https://www.facebook.com/campuselect/videos/1250477751681527/
http://campuselect.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/first-year-orientation-1.pdf
http://campuselect.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/first-year-orientation-1.pdf
https://activities.osu.edu/involvement/osuvotes
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/academic_credit_for_election_volunteering.pdf
http://www.campuselect.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11680869/athletic_departments_and_student_electoral_engagement.pdf
http://thefloridavoter.org/the-florida-voting-rights-restoration-for-felons-initiative/
http://www.campuselect.org/guides.html
http://campuselect.org/get-out-the-vote/election-law-posters/
http://www.campuselect.org


How you can help us engage 
America’s students in 2018

As we have since 2012, we’re working to help students 
participate in the 2018 elections where their voices 
can matter most, whomever they choose to vote for. 
With your support, our staffers will engage major four-
year and two-year schools in 20 or more states. At 
the largest campuses, we’ll also support passionately 
engaged student Fellows, particularly at schools serving 
historically underrepresented populations, like major 
urban campuses. If enough early funding is available, 
we’ll hire our Fellows during spring, train them over 
the summer, and have them hit the ground running in 
fall—something schools have repeatedly requested. 
At $1,000 apiece, you can have a major impact by 
supporting our Fellows. And for $20,000, you can 
support an additional half-time State Director. The heart 
of our work, they recruit, train, and supervise our Fellows, 
and help schools apply all possible resources and 
approaches to the challenges of getting their students 
to vote, from navigating the daunting new voting laws, 
to understanding the profound impact of their electoral 
participation.

We’ve built strong campus relationships and created an 
impactful and cost-effective approach. If you recognize 
the importance of getting young voters to participate, 
your support today can have a powerful impact on 2018, 
and on elections for years to come.     

Developing New Leaders: The Power of Election Engagement Fellows

CEEP also supports Election Engagement Fellows, 
students who get $1,000 stipends to work with college 
staff and student leaders to carry out our approaches 
and recruit and lead volunteer teams of their peers. 
In 2013 our first Virginia Tech Fellow led a team that 
registered 3,000 fellow-students in an election where 
the Attorney General race was decided by 165 votes. 
These students greatly magnify our impact while gaining 
critical skills and experience. They’ve called their 
involvement “life-changing,” and “the most important 
thing I’ve ever done,” saying their conversations across 
political lines gave them “insight into what it really takes 
to keep a democracy on a healthy path.” They’re a key 
part of our 2018 plans. You can get a sense of their 
stories here or view an interview with a Fellow from the 
University of Nevada Reno.

SOME OF OUR CEEP FELLOWS

MAKE A GIFT  
Gifts can be made to our 501(c)(3) fiscal sponsor, Ohio Campus 
Compact, (EIN 31-1577478) and mailed to CEEP c/o OCC, 615 
N. Pearl St., Granville, OH 43023. You can also give online or 
donate appreciated securities. Your gift will be tax-deductible to 
the furthest extent allowed by law.  
 
For more information contact CEEP founder Paul Loeb at  
paul@paulloeb.org. You can also visit www.campuselect.org.

2018 CEEP TARGET STATES

http://www.campuselect.org/ceep-fellows.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNduMvN6Lyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNduMvN6Lyw
http://www.campuselect.org/donate.html
mailto:paul@paulloeb.org
http://www.campuselect.org

